Fater.t 

Serial No, iO/526.30S 
Amendment in Reply to office Action of October ici, 2007 

REMARKS /ARGUMENTS 

This Amendment is being filed in response to the Office Action 
dated October 30, 2007. Reconsideration and allowance of the 
application in view of the amendments made above and the remarks to 
follov/ are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-17 are pending in the Application- Clainfts 1, 9 and 
10 are independent claims. 

In the Office Action, claim 2 at this late date in the 
prosecution is objected to due to allegedly failing to limit the 
parent claim. It is presumed that this objection pertained to 
claim 9 also although this is not stated in the Office Action. 
These objections are respectfully traversed. However in the 
interest of expediting consideration and allowance of the pending 
claims, by means of the present amendment ^ claims 2 and 9 are 
amended for better conformance to U.S. practice. By these 
amendments, claims 2 and 9 are not amended to address issues of 
patentability and Applicants respectfully reserve all rights under 
the Doctrine of Equivalents, Applicants furthermore reserve the 
right to reintroduce subject matter deleted herein at a later time 
during the prosecution of this application or conrinuing 
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applications. It is respectfully submitted that claim 2 limits the 
parent claim in that claim 2 recites "the hot melt material of the 
assembly is configured to stop ingress of dust penetration in a 
quantity capable of ^ interfering with operation of the assembl y or 
capable of surrounding ex posed portions of _ the e lec tr ical con t ac t 
wires and a portion of the LED ." It is further respectfully 
submitted that claim 9 limits the parent claim in that claim 9 
recites " wherein the hot melt material of the assembly is 
config\ired to stop ingress of dust or splashed water in a guantity 
capable of interfering with operation of the assembly." Clearly 
claims 2 and 9 further limit the parent claim and therefore are 
proper. Accordingly, withdrawal of the objection to claims 2 and 9 
is respectfully requested. 

In the Office Action, claims 1, 3, 4, 6-13, 15 and 16 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103{a) as allegedly being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,676,284 to Willson (Willson} in view of U.S. 
Patent Publication No- 2004/0179000 to Fermgard (Fermgard} . Claims 
5, 14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 
being unpatentable over Willson in viev7 of Fermgard in further view 
of U.S. Patent No, 6,801,276 to Epstein ("Epstein"). It is 
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respectfully submitted that claims 1-17 are allowable over Willson 
in view of Fernigard alone and in view of Epstein for at least the 
following reasons . 

It seems undisputed that VJillson "lacks the teaching of the 
wires being protected from surroundings by a package of hot melt 
material." {See, Office Action, page 3, lines 9-11,) 

In a Response to Arguments section of the Office Action 
contained on page 5, it is stated that "since Fermgard teaches 
fixing an LED to a base 5 such that the 'LED is fixed by means of 
hot melt adhesive', the LED would inherently be protected from 
damage caused by exposure (from it coming out of place and 
colliding) with its surroundings if it is securely fixed in its 
mounted position." Nonetheless, an ability to avoid becoming 
dislodged as shown in Fermgard does not provide "environmental 
protection from exposure to the surroundings" as would be readily 
understood by a person of ordinary skill in the art. These terms 
as utilized herein do not refer to protection from colliding with 
surroundings but refer to protection from ingress of matter, such 
as dust {e.g., claim 2) and/or v;ater {e.g., claim 9). 
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So v/h.ile Permgard shows affixing the LED with ho t melt 
adhesive into a mounting hole (see, paragraph [0052]), it is clear 
that the hot melt adhesive does not protect the LED from 
environmental exposure. 

It is respectfully submitted that the LED assembly of Claim 1 
is not anticipated or made obvious hy the teachings of VJillson in 
view of Fermgard- For example, Willson in view of Fermgard does 
not disclose or suggest, an led assembly that amongst other 
patentable elements, comprises {illustrative emphasis provided) 
"LED assembly suitable to form a string and provided with an LED 
mounted with a mounting on a base, which base is provided v^ith 
electric connection wires wherein the LED mounting and electric 
cont acts to the conne ction wires are envj jronmen tally protecte d from 
exposure to the surrounding s b y a package of hot melt materi al " as 
recited in claim 1 . Fermgard merely shows affixing the LED with 
hot melt material to prevent the LED from being dislodged. 

It is also respectfully submitted that the LED assembly of 
Claim 9 is not anticipated or made obvious by the teachings of 
VJillson in view of Permgard. For example, willson in viev/ of 
Fermgard does not disclose or suggest, an LED assembly that amongst 
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Other patentable elements, coniprises (illustrative emphasis 
provided) "wherein the LED mounting and electric contacts to the 
connection wires are environmenba lly ^ pro tec ted £ rpm the 
surroundings by a package o£ hot melt mat erial , where in the_ ho t 
melt material of th e assembly is configured to stop ingress of dust 
or splashed water in a qu anti ty capable of interfering with 
operation of the ass embly " as recited in Claim 9. 

Further, it is respectfully submitted that the LED assembly of 
Claim 10 is not anticipated or made obvious by the teachings of 
Willson in view of Permgard. For example, Willson in view of 
Fermgard does not disclose or suggest, an LED assembly that amongst 
other patentable elements, comprises (illustrative emphasis 
provided) "LED assembly suitable to form a string and provided v;ith 
an LED mounted with a mounting on a base, which base is provided 
with electric connection wires wherein the LED mounting and 
electri c coni:acts to the connection vjire s are env ironmentally 
protected from the surroundings by a package of hot melt material 
t hat surrounds exposed portion s of the elect ric connection wires 
and a port ion o£ t he LED " as required by Claim 10. 
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Based on tlie foregoing, the Applicants respectfully submit 
that independent Claims 1, 9 and 10 are patentable over willson in 
view of Ferragard and notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. 
Claims 2-8 and 11-17 respectively depend from one of Claims 1 and 
10 and accordingly are allowable for at least this reason as well 
as for the separately patentable elements contained in each of the 
claims. Accordingly, separate consideration of each of the 
dependent claims is respectfully requested. 

In addition, Applicants deny any statement, position or 
averment of the Examiner that is not specifically addressed by the 
foregoing argument and response. Any rejections and/or points of 
argument not addressed would appear to be moot in view of the 
presented remarks. However, the Applicants reserve the right to 
submit further arguments in support of the above stated position, 
should that become necessary. No arguments are waived and none of 
the Examiner's statements are conceded. 
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Applicants have made a diligent and sincere effort to place 
this application in condition for immediate allowance and notice to 
this effect is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 



By- 




Gregory L. Thome, Reg. 3 9,398 
Attorney for Applicant |s) 
January 25, 2008 



THORNE & HALAJIAN, LLP 

Applied Technology Center 
111 West Main Street 
Bay Shore, NY 117 06 
Tel: (631) 665-5139 
Fax: (631} 665-5101 
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